
Message given by Pastor Darrell to the family at the burial of Elise Kelly

All of life is filled with preparation.  Every day people are found in the midst of some type of making ready.  Yet many people strangely, spend most of their time making preparation to live on and on.  Even though life obviously is transitory,  nevertheless people act as though it were forever.  While we see about us the uncertainty of earthly existence and the evidence that death is the ultimate end of it, still some live as though life were forever and death will come never.

Surely life is to be desired.  We want to experience it to its fullest.  It is proper for people to apply themselves in toil and use their God-given talents and energies to live life to the fullest.  But what is life at its best?  Is it years without sickness?  It is avoidance of physical pain?  Is it the assurance of financial security?  All of these go to make life a bit more pleasant.  With all of these lovely features, however, life does not approach its intended completion.

Life without proper spiritual alignment is scarcely worth the effort, for we were not created to live in the grip of sin and Satan.  All about you, many go on and on, getting rather than giving, luring rather than loving, seeking and never finding.  They spend their days seeking to make a living and failing to find life.

The only preparation for living that is worthwhile is a decision of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

When is a person ready to die?  The answer to that lies in the answer to another question:  When is a person really living?  A person is really only living when he or she comes to know Jesus Christ as his or her personal Lord and Saviour.  To know Jesus Christ gives one eternal life.  To have eternal life prepares one for physical death.

“I am the resurrection and the life,” Jesus said.  “Those who believe in me will live, even though they die, and those who live and believe in me will never die.  (John 11:25).

To know Jesus Christ and to possess eternal life in him brings one to the genuine experience of living.  This experience of life prepares us for a victorious experience of death.

While some people plan to live forever, wise people prepare to die.  Death is inevitable; the Scriptures say that everyone must die once.  The scriptures also say, “You don’t know what your life tomorrow will be!  You are like a puff of smoke, which appears for a moment and then disappears.” (James 4:14).

How true this is when we consider the reason that brings us to this place today.  Who of us two weeks ago had this date in our diaries?  The truth is none of us know when it will be our turn when others will meet around our departure.  I have stood in this place many times and so often the element of shock has been a major factor.  Let us be honest, the thought of a 30 year old young lady dying without any apparent cause is not something that we readily embrace or even come near to understanding.  It is beyond us, but is real, otherwise our hearts would not be devastated with grief.

As I waited on the Lord for a word to say to grieving loved ones at this most difficult time, and as I searched for what is the most important lesson we can learn from this distressing experience I was reminded of a story of a man recorded in the Scriptures who was ready to die. 

If I did not think this applied to Elise I would not mention it.  His name was Simeon and the Bible says he was “a good and God fearing man” (Luke 2:25).  He was controlled by the Spirit of God and lived in anticipation of the coming of the Lord Christ.  Simeon had a promise from God that he should not taste death until he had the wonderful privilege of seeing God’s Messiah.  When Jesus’ mother and her husband brought the Baby up to the Temple to present him according to the custom of the Jews, the Bible says, Simeon recognised the fulfilment of God’s promise and actually prayed for his own death.

He said, “Now, Lord, you have kept your promise, and you may let your servant go in peace.”  Simeon could offer that petition because he had learned how to live; therefore he was ready to die.

By looking at Simeon’s life, we see that he was ready to die because he had believed the word of God.  In Luke 2: 25 - 26, we read that Simeon had studied and knew the words of prophecy.  He believed the written Word of God and he believed the word of God that had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit.  When we think in terms of death, it is my firm conviction that no other book and no other word has any kind of comfort or source of strength except the eternal Word of the living God.

No other philosopher has ever dared suggest an answer to death.  No other intellectual has ever claimed to have a sufficient solution.  Only the word of God clearly and plainly gives us directions and descriptions of eternal life.  Only our Lord Christ, God’s living Word, has been able to claim “I am the resurrection and the life.”

Simeon was ready to die when he had seen the salvation of God in Christ.  He took the baby Jesus up in his arms and he prayed that he might depart in peace,  “For mine eyes have seen your salvation” (Luke 2:30).

The Bible is a book of redeeming grace; salvation is its centre and redemption is its very reason for being.  The Bible tells us that God in love reached out to save man from his sin.  A person is never ready for death until he or she stands in that Saving Life.

There is no way someone else can prepare for your death or for mine.  Death is an individual thing that each of us must face personally.  Preparation for death must be individual and personal.  The Bible says,  “Whoever calls out to the Lord for help will be saved.” (Acts 2: 21).  No person is ready to die until he or she, like Simeon, has seen the salvation of the Lord.

Finally, we learn from Simeon’s experience that a person is ready to die only after he or she has given witness of his or her faith in that Saviour who is Jesus Christ.  It is beautiful in the Gospel of Luke where Simeon took the Baby up in his arms and testified before all the people.

They must have thought the quaint old man had become senile.  Holding a tiny baby in his arms, he was talking about a Saviour, a Messiah.  The Jews all expected a Messiah.  They knew they needed a deliverer, but they thought surely he would come riding on a magnificent horse and wearing a warrior’s armour.

The spectators must have thought, How could old Simeon have grown so feeble and doting to believe this child of peasant parents could be God’s Messiah?  Yet Simeon, with no fear of what they thought, with a calm faith in his soul, lifted up Jesus, testifying that this child was indeed the Lord’s Christ.

Since then, many people have come to death without ever having testified of finding life in Christ.  Maybe deep within some souls there was a saving faith, even though it was not well expressed.  Doubt always lingers in such a situation.

Without a testimony, a person is never really ready to die.  There can never be a testimony shared at a person’s funeral until that person has expressed a testimony in his or her life.  Through the life that one has lived and through the words that one has spoken, a person gives faithful witness to the salvation he or she has in Jesus Christ.

As sad as it is, and as untimely as we think, there is no doubt in my mind that Elise Kelly was ready to die.  We have heard today and we know in our hearts of the passion Elise had for her Lord.  Those who were at church the night before her death will always remember the way she led that service and the desire she expressed to bring people face to face with the Lord.  That was always Elise’s passion, Elise worked tirelessly week after week, mostly behind the scenes to do all she could to enhance the worship experience of those who attended the evening services.  I have been around long enough to remember when Elise first started playing the piano in the evening services, and with her gift for music it is not an exaggeration to say that Elise has revolutionised our evening services,  so much so that while many churches have discontinued their evening services MBC has a vital and Christ-centred service that draws many young people,  and Elise pioneered these changes, and she did it all because she loved the Lord, and she did it not in her own strength, but encouraged all those who worked with her to pray expectantly for God’s blessing.  I would do her an injustice if I did not leave you with a challenge.

The most important preparation for Life is spiritual preparation and the only preparation for death is having come to know life which is eternal.  There is only one way to live, and that is in the Lord.  There is really only one way to die, and that is in the Lord.

Are you prepared?  Are you sure that eternal home is ready to welcome you?  Life is available, life is unbroken and unending when our faith is in Jesus Christ.  Would you, with Simeon, make preparation so that you can say, “I am ready to die because I have learned to live through faith in Jesus Christ”?


